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THE OFFIUE-HOLDEFS AND THE FREEDOM
OF ELECTIONS.

We propose to-day to bestow a portion of our

space in fexamining, as to one subject, the validity
of the claim set up by the Looofoco party to be the

disciples of Mr. Jefferson, and we shall show that,
in assuming to be his disciples, that parly are guil¬
ty of as gross a libel as was ever uttered against
a public man. Indeed, we do not remember to

have heard of a libel of any sort so unfounded,
unless it be that on tho cause of Democracy, which
the same party every day publish, in arrogating the
name of Democrats. Their true name is given by
Mr. Jefferson himself.Monockats : that is, par¬
tisans of the one-man power.
While his election to the Presidency was still

, doubtful, Mr. Jefferson thus wrote to a prominent
political friend:
" One thing I will say, that, as to the future, interferences

with election*, whether of the State or General Governments,
by officer* of the latter, should be deemed cause of removal;
HKCAesE THE CONSTITUTION IL REMEDY HT THE ELECTIVE

raixciPLE bee-/rites nothing if it may be smotiiehku by the
enormous patronage of the General Government.''

[letter to Gov. McKcan, February 2, 1801.

The sincerity of this declaration was evinced
shortly after his election by the circular which the
Several heads of Departments issued by his order :

" The President of the United States has seen" (nays that

document) " with dissatisfaction officers of the General Gov¬
ernment taking, on various occasions, active part* in elections
of public functionaries, whether of the General or the Stale
Governments. Freedom of electious being essential to the mu¬

tual independence ofGovernments and of the differing branches
of the same Government, so vitally cherished by most of our

constitutions, it it> deemed improper for officers depending on

the Executive of the Union to attempt to control or influence
the free cxercise of the ekct'.vc right. This I am instructed,
therefore, to notify all officers within my Department, holding
their appointments under the authoiity of the President di¬
rectly, and to desire them fc> notify to all subordinate to them.
The right ofany officer to give hi* vote at elections as q quali¬
fied citizen is not meant to be restrained, nor, iioweveh

civ ex, shall it have any effect to hi* prejudice ; but it is ex¬

pected that he will not attempt to influence the votes of
others, nor take any part in the business of electioneering,
THAT 1IE1NC IiKK.M EI# INCONSISTENT WITH THE bFlHlT OF

the Constitution and his duties to it."
[Kites's Jifg. xxix., 274.

This circular had its effect, for Mr. Jefferson
was known to be a man of his word. The abuse
which it denounced was unknown in the times of
himself and his republican successors, Madison,
Monroe, and J. Q. Adams. On one occasion the
citizens of Washington, friendly to the re-election
of Mr. Adams, and indignant at the unprincipled
assaults on his Administration, assembled in town

meeting and adopted proceedings expressive of their
sentiments. The meeting was numerous, for but
few individuals in this community entertained dif¬
ferent sentiments, and appointed a committee of vi¬

gilance and correspondence, consisting of fifteen
persons. There was not a single ofiice-hoider eidier
on the committee or even present at the meeting.
Such was the reverence in those days for the purity
of elections ! [See National Intelligenccr of June
5, 1828, for an account of the meeting.]
When Gen. Jackson became President he intro¬

duced into his inaugural address the following pas¬
sage:
" The recent dement-'ration of pubiic renliuicnl inscribe*

«n tl.e lint of Executive duties, in cbaractiis c*o lagible to be
overlooked, the task of reform ; which will require particu¬
larly the coriection of thoje abuses that have brought the.
jmtronage of the Federal Government into conflict wi'h the
freedom of electionr, and the counteraction of those cause*

which have dittuib»d the rightful course of app >iutmebt, and
ha*3 placed or continued power in unlakhful or incompetent
hands."

Though this remark involved a charge against
^President Adams's administration v.-hich every body
knew to be a barefaced calumny, every one had a

right to infer from it that President Jackson would
not allow the patronage of the Federal Government
to be brought " into cpnHict wilh the freedom of
ejections." Put such an expectation was *oon dis¬
appointed. And, on the eve of the next Presiden¬
tial election. Gen. Jackson being ngain a candidate,
we find the Fourth Auditor and the Commissioner

^ of the General Land Ollice begging subscriptions to

Extra Globes, &c. Mr. Cass, Secretary of VVar
under President Jackson, distinguished himself
by an electioneering criticism on the decision
of the Supreme Court in tho Cherokee case. Pre¬
sident Van Bhrkn came into office the.professed
imitator of President Jackson; and, for the mo¬

dest purpose of promoting his re-ele-ction, wrote
his White Sulphur letter, his Cary letter, his Fish-
kill letter,&e\, and took his four months' tour. His
Cabinet, too, were not behind hiin in imitating thtir
" illustrious predecessors" in this respect; and
several of them published electioneering missives.
One of them, Mr. Grundy, had before made an im¬
pressive commentary, by anticipation, on his own
conduct. " When," said he, in the Senate of the Uni¬
ted States, .. /see an office-holder interfering in tlec-
4 lions, the first ijra that strikes me is, that he is
4 THINMNU Ol 1IIS OFFICE AND HIS BREAD, atul
* therefore an unfit adviser of those tvhose only
* object is * the public good.' "

The subordinate office-holders closely imitated
these great examples. Official electioneering, high
and low, was so flagrant and so sturdy as to indi¬
cate that the evil complained of by Mr. Jefferson
had increased to a most disgraceful and alarming
extent. This and other manifold abuses called
loudly for reform, real reform ; and it came. Gen.
Harrison was elected President almost by accln-
mation ; and that Whio President hid been hardly
a fortnight in his seat before he caused a circular to
be issued, like that of President Jefferson, with
some additions, also called for by the times. The
Harrison circular was issued March 20, 1841, and
in the following words :

" The Prescient is of opinion Hint it in « great abuse to
bring; the potronnge of the General (internment intu conflict
with thefreedom of elections, and that thin abuse ought to be
.onected wherever it may have been permitted to exist, and
to ho prevented for the future^
"He therefore directs that information be given to all offi-

ctrt and agnnts in your department of the public service that
^partisan interference in popular elretums, twhether if Stutc
officer* ur oj/irers of this (j'/vernment, undfor whomsoever or

agaimt whomsoever it may be exercised, or the payment of
any contribution or assessment on salaries or official compen¬
sation lor party or election purposes, will he regarded by him
at caui«e of removal.
" It ia not intended that any officrr shell be restrained in

the free and proper expression and maintenance of hie opinions
respecting public men or public measure*, or in the exercise
to the fullert degree of the constitutional right of suffrage ;
tat persons employed under the Government, and paid for
jMir services out of the public treasury, are not cxpectcd to

take an active or officious part in attempts to influence the
minds or votes of others.such conduct being de'.meu incon¬
sistent with the spirit of the constitution and tie duties oj
public agents acting under it; and the 1 'resident is resolved,
sofar us depends upon him, that, while the iiiichi or

THE ELECTIVE FHAKCHISE BI THE 1'EOl'L E 111 ALL HE FUEE

FROM IMIl't INFLUENCES OF OFFICIAX STATiON AMI AU¬

THORITY, OPINION SHALL ALSO HE FREE AMJ.Mi THE OFTI-

CEHS AMD AUkHTS OF THE GOVERNMENT.
" The President wishes it further to be announced and dis¬

tinctly understood that from ail collecting aud disbursing offi¬
cer* promptitude in rendering accounts and entire punctuality
in paying balanced v. ill be rigorously exacted. In hit opinion,
it ia time to return, in thin respec', to the early practice of the
Government, and to hold any degree of delinquency on the
part of thode entrusted with the public money jus* euunu of
immediate removal. He deems the severe observance of this
rule to be essential to the public servicc, as every dollar lost
to the Treasury by unfaithfulness in office creates a necessity
for a new churge upon the people."

Williin ten days after the issuing of this circular
President Harrison died; and.with him died the
bright hopes which had cheered the patriot's heart
on the accession of the Whigs to power. From
that time to the present the electioneering practices
of office-holders have gone on from bad to worse,
until they are now a scandal to the very name of
republican Government.
The 44 patronage of. the General Government"

which in Mr. Jefferson's time was thought by
him to be 44 enormous," rapidly increased, and in
1820 greatly alarmed that sensitive "Democrat"
Mr. VaK'Buren. In the celebrated report* on Ex¬
ecutive patronage, made to the Senate in that year
by a committee of which he was a member, they
exemplify its extent by an instance taken from a

single city. After copying the names and compen¬
sation of the officers of the customs at New York,
from the 44 Blue Book of the Republic," which the
report says 44 corresponds with the 4 Red Book' of
monarchies," and calls 44 that growing little volume,"
it exclaims :

44 A formidable list, indeed!.formidable in number*, and
4 still more eo from the vast amount of money in their hands.
4 The action of such a budy of men, supposing than to be
4 unlimited by one spirit, must be trenuiiduui in an election;
' and that they will be so animated is a proposition too plain
4 to need demonstration. Power over a man's support has
' always been held and admitted to be power over his will.
' Tne President has 4 power' over the 4 support' of all these
4 officers, and they again have power ovr the support ol debt-
4 or me-chants to the amount of tea millions of dollars per
4 annum, arid over the daily support of an immense number
4 of individuals, professional, mechanical, and day laboring, to
4 whom they can and will extend or deny a valuable private
4 as well as public patronage, according to the part they shall
4 act in Stale as well as in Federal elections. Still this is only
4 a branch, a mere prong, of Federal patronage in the city of
4 New York."
When this patriotic lamentation was uttered there

were 174 custom-house officers at New York, and
the amount of their respective compensations was

$119,020.39. Taking the ratio of inerease from an

estimate made in 1840, and the size of the last Blue
Book, the number of those officers would be now

more than 900, and the amount of their compensa¬
tions about one million of dollars ! And this, the
committee remind us, 44 is only a branch, a mere
4 prong, of Federal patronage in the city of New
4 York. The 44 growing little volume" has grown
to be a big volume of more than 900 pages !
Of the aggregate of this Federal patronage the

committee say :
" The whole of this great power will centre in the Presi¬

dent. The King of Englund is the 4 fountain of honor ;' the
President of thc United States is the source of patronage. He
presideg over thc entire system of Federal appointments, jobs,
atid contracts. He haa . power' o*er the * rapport* of the in¬
dividuals who administer the system. He make* and unmakes
them. He choc** f.om the circle of bis friends and sup-port¬
ers, and may dismiss them, and, upon all the principles of
human action, will Jitmise them, as cften as they disappoint
his expectation*. His spirit will animate their actions in all
the elections to State and Federal offics. There may be ex¬

ceptions, bu' thc truth of a geneial rule is proved by the ex¬

ception. The intended check and control of «be Senate, with¬
out new constitutional or statutory provisions, will cease to
operate. Patronage will penetrate this body, subdue its capa¬
city, of resistance, chain i' to the car of power, and enable ihe
President to rule as easily and much more securely with than
without the nominal check of the Senate. If the President
was himsolf the officer of the People, elected by Uw m, and re¬

sponsible to them, there would be less da;ipei from this con¬
centration of all power in hia hands ; but it is the business of
statesmen to art upon things ar thty are, and not as they
would wish them to be. We must tbon look forward to the
time when the public revenue will bedt,ubUd ,¦ whrn the civJ
and military officers of the Federal Government wiilbi ytad--
mpled; when its influence ovet individual* will be multiplied
to an indefinite extent s when U,e nomination by the Presi¬
dent c<«n carry any man through the Senate, and his recom¬
mendation can carry any measure through the two House* of
Congress; wh' 11 !he principle of public action will be open
and avowed.the I'residmt want* «t vole and I want his

pntronagrI will vot>: as he wishes, and he trill hive me
thr office I wish for. What will this be but iht: Government
oi o/ie'inan ? And what is the Government of one man but a

monarchy ? N-tme* are nothing. The nature of a thing is
in i's subftar.ee, i.nd the name soon accommodates itself fc>
the imbalance. 1 he first Roman Emperor vs.* styled Empe¬
ror of the Republic, and the last French Emperor took the
same title, and their respectiveconntries wew just as essential¬
ly monarchical bclere a« after the assumption of those titlca.
It cannot be .ler iad or dissembled but that this Federal Gov¬
ernment grmvitatea to the same jioint, and that the election of
the hxecutive by the Legislature quickens the impulsion."

44 Those who make the President must suppoit him. Their
political fate becomes identified, and they most stand or fall
together. Right or wrong, they must support bim," <kc.

Such is the description given by the leaders of
the pscudo-Deinocratic party of the power which
that same party is now wielding, trunk, branches,
prongs, and all, to prevent the election of Zaciiary
Taylor to the Presidency.
The interference of the Federal officers in this

election has reached a pitch of audacity unexampled
even in the bad times wliich they are aiming to

perpetuate. The last Baltimore Convention did
what we believe its M illustrious predecessor" had
not ventured to do.it appointed two high officers
of Government, the Commissioner of the Patent
Office and the Second Assistant Postmaster General,
members of an electioneering Executive Committee
at Washington. These officers promptly entered
on their electioneering duties, and with their asso¬

ciate, Mr. Foots, a Semtor from Mississippi, is¬
sued the following circular, mandatory and advisor}':

W*hhijihtox, Juki 24, 1848.
ftm: The undersigned were (l**ignat»d by the Nat'ona!

Democratic Committee at the Ballimoie Convention to eerre
as an Executive Committee at Washington, to aid, by *uch t
mean* a* may bo within their reach, the effort* of their
fiicndx in other parts of the Union in the pending Prwhiden-
tlal election.
From informsliort already received in thin city it is eertrn

that the leaden of 'he Federal or Whig party wilt reaort to
an extcn«ive system of miwrprcaentation, adapted in it« <l«-
taila to every ac-ction of the Union, whirh they will render
moru effective and mi*rhicvou* by a thorough organisation.
To counteract tbcw derigt.a and movement It U incumlient
.upon the Dernocra'k party to be equally aa well organize)!,
active, vigilant, and energetic. Our friend* should nt once
make a thorough organiza ion in every Hiate, county, and dis¬
trict in the Uiiion. It *hould be *o omplete and |>erfcct a*
to r*acli every individual member of the party.

Thia bei.ig done, measure* ihoukl at once be taken to sup¬
ply all voter* with document* containing important informa¬
tion upon subject* which will be involted in the preaeut can-
vaaa. Valuable compilation* will be made aetting forth the
tiun iaauea of the content; and other* will, from time to time,
be prepared u the r.anvaaa progresars, to refute the miarrpre-
atntati.ma and aophintriea of our opponents, and auatain the
principle and policy of Ihe Democratic party.

Theae compilation* will be print**! and furniahed at price*
* 10th Congreas, let aeaaicn, May 4, 1826, Sen. Doe. 88.

sufficient to cover the cost.say at the rate of fifty cent* per
hundred copies for any, one of »aid tracts not exceeding eight
page*.and forwarded, franked, and directed to any part of
the Union.
We would, therefore, respectfully suggest the expediency

uf forming clubs for the purpose of disseminating pol.tical
intelligence among the people. Money intended for this ob¬
ject should be transmitted, post paid, to Major B. B. French,
treasurer, of this city, which shall be faithfully applied ac¬

cording to directions.
The Whigs have nominated their candidates without the

avowal of any principles.it becomes important to detect and
expose false issues intended to operate on different sections of
the Union. We shpul'l, therefore, be glad to lie specially in¬
formed of the grounds on which our opponents v/age the con¬
test in every part of the country. Should the Whtgn nt the
North fraternize with the A,bolitionists, that fact should lie ex¬
posed at the South, to prevent tbem representing to the people
that they are the only safeguards of her peculiar interest.
Letters and papers showing the progress of the canvnss and
exposing the course of the Whigs in different sections of
the Union, should be directed to Henry S. Foote, at Wash¬
ington, one of the undersigned, who is entitled to receive
them free ; also, names of jiereons to whom documents
should be sent. Relying on your faithful co-operation in our
common cause, we have the honor to be, very respectfully,
your obedient servants, H- S. FOOTE,

EDMUND Bl'RKE,
W. J. BROWN.

As Mr. Foote left this city very shortly after the
adjournment of Congress, the partisan labors of the
committee have fallen altogether on his colleagues,
the Commissioner of the Patent Office and the
Second Assistant Postmaster General, Indeed, it
seems probable that this was the calculation at the
outset, and that Mr. Foote was only put on the
committee to secure the advantage of his more ex¬

tensive franking privilege. The labors of the Se¬
cond Assistant Postmaster General must have been
especially onerous ; for, in addition to those de¬
volved on him by the " National Democratic Com¬
mittee at the Baltimore Convention," he has per¬
formed another part in the drama of .» smothering"
lite freedom of elections by making speeches at
Cass meetings. On these occasions the bills an¬

nounce him, indeed, as » William J. Brown, of

Indiana but every one knows that the orator is
the Second Assistant Postmaster General, just as

well as, when the play of Richard III. is perform¬
ed, the audience know who is the Buckingham that
is pleading for the elevation of his patron to the
throne.
The instance just noticed is an all-sufficient illus¬

tration of the " conflict " between » the patronage
of the Federal Government" and " the freedom of
elections," which is witnessed every day and in every
part of the Union. The "enlisted soldiers of the Ad¬
ministration," wherever they may be, whether in the
highest departments of the Government, in bureaus,
in custom houses, in post oflices, at clerks' desks, &c.,
or even among the officers of the penitentiary, are

found not only engaged in this unholy conflict, but
fighting with poisoned weapons. In one event,
they hope for impunity from the magnanimity of
the great and virtuous man whom they calumniate.
In another event, they know that they will be tried
jjy a code of which it is the cardinal principle that
party services are the only titles to public offices;
of which it is a maxim that " to the victors belong
the .spoilsand which is administered to the van¬

quished and to non-combatants in the spirit of one

of its earliest sentences, " root hog or die." Con-
tiding in the correctness of this estimate of " cir-

j cuinstances," they interfere in electious without
stint or decency ; and on one occasion, in noticing
the indignant rebuke which such proceedings had
provoked, an assembly of Gen. Cass's partisans

| were not ashamed to blurt out their sycophancy in

| the following frantic libel 011 the Hero whose name

ought to be dear to every man calling himself an

American:
,

" Rtstilved, That wo treat with contempt and scorn the
«impotent anJ ridiculous threats of the irinions of Taylorwia
«towards thone officers of the Government who chooae t j ex
. ercise thoir right* a* citizen* ; that neither the 'hrentencd
« larh of their ma.»er, the glilUr of hia beyoreU, the bavin*
« 0t hi* bloodhound*, nor the- bullying of his whipper»-in can
« frighten or intimidate freemen."
The foregoing resolution was adopted at a " De¬

mocratic" meeting in this city, held 011 the 27th
ultimo, of which meeting the President, three Vice
Presidents, a Secretary, and the three principal
orators, were persons holding offices, of different
grades, under the Fedenl Government; and the
resolution itself was offered by one of these same
officeholders, the proceedings of the meeting
were published in the official journal of that same
Fedeial Government..[See "Union1' of Septem¬
ber 29.] This la&t fact may not, in the opinion of
our readers, deserve particular notice; for, except the
mere difference in the subordinate respects of ta*U.
and style, Gen. Taylor is treated about as well in
the resolution is he generally is in the columns of
the official. Indeed, to ascend, or at least to pass,
from the official to its employers, neither in the re-,

solution nor the official is there a more substantial
libel against Gen. Taylor than is conveyed in the
whole course of the Administration, and of some

of its chief partisans in both Houses of Congress
towards him, ever since his country connected his j
nam. with the Presidency; beginning with the jPresident's message of December, 1840, in which
any mention of Gen. Taylor's name was studious-
ly omitted; and continuing with the speeches of
Messrs. Ficklin, Thompson, &c. in the House of
Representatives ; the successful effort there to con-

vert a vote of thanks to him into a vote of ccnsure ;
the similar effort of Messrs. Sevier, Baoby, (both
of whom have sine* received foreign missions,) nnd
others, in the Senate; the attempt to supersede him
by a Lieutenant General to be taken from the ranks
of civil life, and, that failing, the confessed regret
of the President that a junior Major General j
could not legally be put over him, <fcc.

But to return to the topic from which we have
somewhat digressed:
We have avowed the opinion that the extent,

transcending even the previous precedents of Loco-
focoism, to which office-holders « have brought the
vatronaze of the Federal Government into conflict
with the ..freedom of elections," in the present
contest for .« the Presidency," is attributable to a

calculation, on their part, of probabilities. On the
one hand, they fear that, should the Platform nomi¬
nee lie elected, he will punish inaction by enforcing
the rule of " rotation in office," and they expect
him to nullify that rule in favor of active officials,
and even to reward with promotion extraordinary j
seal. On the other hand, as they know that Zach-
aky Taylor, if elected, will be President of the j
nation, and not of a party, so they hope that he will
not look down from his high official, and higher
moral elevation on ttteir partisan deeds. The cal¬
culation does infinite honor to out brave and gene-
rons old chief. But it omits an important item, and
the omission seriously affects the result. General
Taylor has indeed said that if elected he will be
President of the nation and not of a party, and the
country knows enough of him to know that these

words, as uttered by him, mean what they purport
to mean, and that a substantial meaning; not the
no-meaning which they had when uttered by the
present occupant of the chair that he is about to
fill. But General Taylor has also uttered the fol¬
lowing memorable words : "Should a majority of
4 the good people of our country think proper to
? elevate me to the lirst office in their gift.or 1 may
. say the first in the world.1 will feel bound to
4 serve them, and will do so honestly and faithfully,
4 to the beat of my abilities, strictly in conformity
4 to the provisions of the Constitution, us near as
4 possible, in the way it was acted on and construed
4 by our first Presidents, two of whom, at least,
4 participated in creating and putting in operation
4 that glorious instrument."
Now, one of these first Presidents, we have seen,1

adopted as one rule by which he 44 acted on" and
44 construed" the Constitution, that44 interferences
4 tvilh elections, whether of the State or General
4 Governments, by officers of the latter, should be

'4 deemed cause ok removal." Such interferences
he proclaimed to be 44 inconsistent with the
spirit ok the Constitution." The wisdom of
this rule of President Jefferson, apparent on its
face, has been painfully illustrated by the proofs
which subsequent experience has accumulated. Let,
then, the office-holders bear in mind that Zachary
Taylor, however generous in feeling, is no less firm
in duty ; and let them abstain from further eflorts
to 44 smother" 41 thefreedom of election''''44 by the

ENORMOUS PATRONAOE OF THE GENERAL GOVERN¬
MENT." They may rely on it that, among the
masses, to right feeling men of all parties, the evil
deu<*inced by Presidents Jefferson and Harrison
h*s become absolutely loathsome. We are assured
that, at a political meeting held on the 11th instant
in Fairfax county, Virginia, one of the speakers, on

being interrupted by an individual holding a public
office under the General Government, appealed to the
audience, consisting of persons of both parties,
against the interference of Federal officers in elec¬
tions, and that the appeal was sustained by hearty
and repealed acclamitions.

If any thing wore wanting to complete the dis¬
gust of the public nund at these official pollutions
of the elective franchise, it would be supplied by
Mr. Secretary Buchanan's exhibition on last Fri¬
day evening, to which we adverted yesterday. The
Court Journal of Sunday, in publishing his speech,
with a dutiful meed si' applause, says it44 gives us

the strongest assurarces that Pennsylvanh will re¬

deem ikelf." Thai, we think, Pennsylvania has
already done; though rol according to the venera¬

ble Editor's notion of political redemption. His
present hopes, doubtless as strong as those
which the Secretary 'a recent telegraphic despatch
had before excited in his fond bosom, are probably
destined like them o sad disappointment. The
joy which '.he honorible Secretary's performance
has afforded to him b not, we apprehend, felt by
any American citizen whose sense ol right is not

merged in the sensijilities of office. In one re¬

spect this proceeding cf the Secretary ol State if,
so far as we rcmemhr, without precedent and with-
out parallel.

Mr. Cass, when Secretary of War to (ieneral
Jackson, published, vc have already remarked, an

electioneering attack m the Supreme C ourt for its
decision in the controversy between the State o<
Cieorgia and the Cherokee nation ; and Mr. For¬
syth, when Secretary of State to Mr. Van Bi rln,
moved from his propriety by the distressed condi-
tion of his chief, addressed an electioneering letter
to the people of Georgia. And other members of
Mr. Van Buren's Cabinet interfered, as he liiin-
self did, by letters, with popular elections. It wan

reserved for the present Secretary of State to go a

step, or rather a stride, further, and to furnish in his
own example the first instance in which a member
of the Cabinei has made a speech in or to ihe street,
expressly and merely on the general subject of a

Prefidential election. His position must have
soemed picturesque at least to every spectator who
happened to rcrol'.ect that, when a member of the
House of Kepreseutatives, he had cxelaimed:
14 Does not the gentleman know that when a man
' is once appointed to office all the selfish passions14 of his nature are enlisted for the purpose of re-

|4 taining it ? The office-holders are the enlisted

14 soldiers of 'he Administration by which they
j4 are sustained
j Of the matter of the speech we have but little to

say, in addition to our remarks yesterday. It pro¬
poses to speak fairly of Gen. Taylor ; but in what
it says of him, some at least of its readers may be
inclined to think there is less of candor than of
44 Mrs. Candor." The declaration that 44 Demo¬
crats can never coalesce wiih Native Amcm an*,
Abolitionists, or fartionists bearing any other name,

hardly does for a flourish even, in the teeth of some
exceedingly awkward historical fact*'. But we

pass from this, and other passages in the same

vein, to what is, incontestably, the richest part of
the 44 eloquent speech,'' and as such, in accordance
with the Ciceronian rule, is made the peroration.
The Secretar) thus gives vent to the emotions that
agitate his patriotic breast:
" In the mean time, Gene-al Taylor'a election will en-

c uruge a «pirit throughout thr land hostile to the pursuit* of
peaceful industry and comment* Oar aspiring youth, iiml-
iiiK that the path of mili'ary M'"7 in tha road to high civil
diatinction, will he ever rnuty and anxious to involve the
country in foreign warn."

Gen. Taylor's election will encourage a spirit
"hostile to the pursuit* of peaceful industry In
that event u our aspiring youth" 44 will he ever

ready and anxiout to Involve the country infor¬
eign wartf* These disasters are to follow from the
election of (ien. Taylor, who, glorious as he is in
war, resplendent as is his fame with military achieve¬
ments which have fixed on iiita the gaze of an ad-
miring world, is emphatically the friend ok peace.
He has said, before his country :

44 That the joy and exultation of the greatcpt vic-
4 torirs were always, after the heat and excitement
* of the battle, succeed'd by feeiin^s of t>oigiiant
. sorrow and pain; and that war, after all, wan a
4 great calamity, and his the greatest glory who
4 could terminate it,"

44 I need hardly reply to your concluding inquiry,
* that I AM a PEACE man, and that / deem a stale
4 of peace to he absolutely nectstary to the, proper
4 and healthful action of our repitblican itutilu-
4 lions. On this important question 1 freely con*
4 fesa myself to be the unqualified advocate of the
4 principles so often laid down by the Father of his
4 Country, and so urgently recommended by hitn
4 in his Farewell Address to the American people.
4 Indeed, I think I may safely say that no man can
. put a more implicit faith than I do in the wis.
4 dom of his advice, when he urged upon us the
4 propriety ofalways standing upon our own soil."

44 My life has been devoted to arms, yet I look
4 upon war, at all times and under all circum-
4 stance*, as a national calamity, to be avoided
4 if compatible with national honor. The principles
4 of our Government, as well as its true policy, are
4 opposed to the subjugation of other nations,
4 AND THE Dltt.MEMBERHENT OF OTHKR COUNTRIES by
4 conqvest."
The prediction that the election of a man enter¬

taining these principles will be 44 hostile to the pur¬
suits ojpeaceful industry&,c., and tempt uour as¬

piring youth" to set about involving 44 the country
in foreign wars," would bo, under any circum¬
stances, quite cool. But, considering who is the
6ecr that makes the prediction, and fur whose
benefit it is made, it is cool enough to refresh one

even in the dog days. While Gen. Taylor is,
emphatically and avowedly, a friend of feace,
Gen. C ash, in whose behulf the Secretary of State
brings 41 the patronage of the Federal Govern¬
ment into conjlict with the freedom of elections,"
defyiug the angry glfcsts of the 44enlisted sol¬
diers," &c..Gt-neral Cass, we say, is no less
emphatically and avowedly the friend of war.

He, he is the 44 aspiring youth" who, as he has be¬
fore been 44 ready and anxious," may be expected
to be again 44 ready and anxious to involve the
country in foreign ware." Look at his whole
course on the Oregon controversy ;*as to which
we would refer our readers to some notices of it
in our paper of the 29th of July last. In what
light it was viewed by one of the ablest, most dis¬
tinguished, and most decided members of his own

party, will be seen in Senator Benton's speech of
June 1, 1846, e. g. the following passages:
" Mr. B. said it was a case to try the frailty of poor human

nature. The great organ, ami tive hundred una 11 ones fol¬
lowing its note.-, and many ten thousand tongues, had pro¬claimed the 54° 40' line, and our right up to if; and, t'ous
acting upon the patriotic feelngs of the people, had prepared
them for a war with Great Britain for that line, when there
was no such thing; und for Frazier's river, on thin bide of it,
wiihout kr.iov.iin; it was there. The people had l»ccn led into
erroi; inflamed to the war point upon a mistake ; and now,
when the mistake was s-hoivn, the tug of another war came
upon poor hutimn nature. To admit the error, and a>-k par¬don of God and man, was the part ofjustice and candor; but
this wat humiliating to vanity and self-love and the pride of
consistency. To persevere in this error, alter it was detected,
w is the part or human frailty ; and the Senator from Michi¬
gan, on the part of his party, has obeyed ihe law of frailty :
he has persevered in error; he converts into design what was
in the beginning a mistake ! Wo are now to have war, as
far as the Senator and hi* party can make it, upon hesiujt,
ami without PHKTKXTi lor he could not name Fraiicr's
:iver, which is the sole object, and would be the instant cause
of war."
"The Senator and his party.the big organ and those

which have followed lis no'es.have been leading the roun'ry
lo a war with Great Britain upon a mi take, upon a blunder,
upon an ignorance of treaties and geography. The mistake

j has been exposed by it ading the treaties and producing the
geography. Iintend of admitting the error, the Seuator lrom
Michigan, for hun-elf and friends, perseveres in it; and. thus
whut was mistake in the beginning becumci design.a designto have a ii'ar with Great Britain, without daring to nume
the pretext."

44 We are the American -Senate, acting in the eyes ofthe
present age anu ofposterity, and upon a great responsibili¬
ty- By our ac.'s war may be mwd.', and we are bound by
every bacred and every human obligation to mike no mistake
in bringing about so gieat a cal lini.y. War is a calm,tity in
itself..i war upon a >nistakc is a double '-alaniity ; biit a wak
cpo* ui.stss, after the mittakr is detected, is a calnii ity for
which there is no nan<e. It ri«e* to the magnitude of the
greetei t crimc."

.» Was there ever any thing so tid'culous ' ever any thing
so farcical ' ever any thing so mentii.g the rebuke of thepeopie, thus misled and deceived, at f.rst by ignorance, and now
by design ?"

44 The people have !«e»n misled.grossly and widely mis¬
led ; ignorantly, at firsi, as we were bouuJ to believe.de¬
signedly now, <js we pninfullv see. The fifty-four-t.iriy line
never existed. The treaty proves it; yet its ox isten j is slitl
aili.-med, to misleuf the uninformed, and to save the misiejd-
ers from the dio'tilication of exposure."

4< Ar.d when the Irta'y ard the river was produced, and the
m stakes shown, instead of confession aud repentance, resent¬
ment and attack upon him who exposes the error, &nd saves
the cuic.try from sss.f.less, ioxoiot, vsjisTiriABLK
war."

4' This day has !>eer: the moat liumilia'ing of my S-na'orial
life. I have, felt for the American Senate when t have seen
a membei clir<nir^ to error, and endeavoring to keep the peo¬
ple i'i error, even at the risk of war, by endeavoring to do
awsy the plum word* of a t.eaty, by garbling and inutilatirg
scraj-s of speeches to depiecinte another Senator.when the
greit question wax one of th" peace and honor of the country,
in the preuen'-e of which every selfish feeling should have
stood ab«>hed and rtbu'ted."
On the Mexican question Gen. Cass was just

as 44 ready atid anxious" for war as he had been on
the Oreoon question. Who that thinks of war
as Gen. Taylor and Col. Benton do, can forget
the mingled fierceness and le\ity of Gen. Cass's
speeches on our Mexican relations? His willing¬
ness to44 swallow Mexico to-morrow44 to annex
thr domains of Mexico to our own V* <kc. The
apprehension that the election of Gen. Taylor, the
friend ofpeace, would lead to war, is not ihe only
fear that haunts the Secretary of State. Hear him
-once more:

.« Under this precedent, too, officer* of every
. gride in the regular army, whilst actually holding
4 and exorcising their military commissions, may
. becomc candidates for civil office bciore the peo-
. pie of the different Slates, aud tngage actively as
4 partisans to secure their own election.an event
4 which but three short years ago would have been
4 deemed impossible in this country."

Cool agaiu! Military officers electioneering.
How shocking it would be for officers of the army
to follow the example of the "enlisted soldiers" 44 of
every grade" in the civil line! Positively, this
whole peroration brings before the mind's eye a

personage whom an esteemed contemporary once

presented to the notice of the honorable Secretary.
to wit, Oily Gammon.

The Cincinnati Gazette of Thursday says:
,44 Never were the Whigs of Ohio actuated by a
firmer or better spirit than now. Every man is
confident of success, and every man is determined
to labor for it, and enter upon his duties with
energy. We hear from all part.-i of the State that
the W higs are now thoroughly roused up, and de-
lermined to carry the Su'e for Taylor and Fill-
more. Taylor or Cass.Fillmore or Butler. Thes"
are the men we are to choose from. Van Buren
stands no earthly chance ol an election even in the
opinion of his warmest supporters : and every vote
cast for him increases the chance of Cass's success."
The Philadelphia Spirit of the Times (Loeofoco)thus moralizes on the election in Pennsylvania:
44 There is no line in denying it! We arc beaten ! We

are unmistakes hly used up.for the ptmnt ! We have been
' lammed,' (a* the ciaasic Jukey would elegantly enounce it,)
rrx st remarkably, mwtt riously, and ronfourdedly !

44 We do not belong to the weeping school of philosophy,
at our reader* have had frequent occasion to kn .w. We d<«
not believe in what the juveniles call 4 crying over spilt milk.'
We cinceive that it is too much to expect Fortune to wait
always upon one man or upon one parly. Hence, we look
upon it as folly to despair, or to indulge in idle grief, when
the shifting acenrx in politic* prevent, in turn, a gljomy speci¬
men of Uie picturMqo*. Laughing is more pl<a«ant as well
as more healthy ; so we go in for laughing even over our mis¬
fortunes, and our Democratic reader* have « little too much
,rj«on jnst now to imitate our etainple."
The Pigeons and tha Typea got on board of the Niagara at

Hatifix ; the pigtono, in spite of every etfirt of Capt. Kyrie
to detect them. Four of them were let off in the bay ; one
.was shot from the steamer, the other# escaped unharm«d ; but
the weather was so thick that it is d.>ubtfal whether they gain-
ied much on the steamer.Botton Traveller of Friday.

HONESTY IS THE BEST POLICY.

»Ht>\l TUK PHILADELPHIA XOUf'l AKEUICAS.
Tbe good old maxim.the most familiar yet the most true

of adage*.wan never more impressively illustrated than by
the rt'nult of the election in this Bute on Tuesday week;
and welfare it for the day, at the head of our column*, that
it may be read anJ pondered by politician*.by tiiurt among
them who had forgotw n its existence, or brought themselves
to believe that it hail no replication to the affair* of paitie*
or the incrests of tbe individual* who direct them. There
has been too much di<-p»*iiion in the United States, and par¬
ticularly in Pennsylvania, with such people, to bring politic*
under the same infamous rule which i« supposed to justify
all the frauds and cruelties of war. Every thing, how¬
ever, is n<d fair in war ; and the Pennsylvania dela¬
tion ha* shown that partie* cannot depart from the obli¬
gations of honesty without preparing for them*elv<s thereby
their own inevitable overthrow. There is no fact more certain
I who will dare deny it.') than that tbe great Whig victory of
Tuesday week.and great it i* in every view, involving the
most important result* both to the State and the natiou.is a
direct consequence of the niemortUe Locofoco fraud of 1844,
.' Polk, Dallas, and tbe Tarifl of 1842." The people of
Pennsylvania sre neither fools nor slave? ; they have simply
risen against insult and oppression, arid, wuh one stern buf¬
fet, have dismissed in disgrace the faithless {opticians to
whom they had so long ontru* ed the reins of (tower. They
have been deceived, they have been grossly wronged and out¬
raged. 'J'he mistake of the Buchanan* and Dallas**, and the
multitude of smaller officials and adventurer* who assisted
them in their nefarious work, was in supposing that a people
who hud allowed themselves to be so easily milled, were
without the intelligent to detect or the spirit to resent the in¬
jury. A gre.it mistake, indeed.may its correction never be
forgotten!

In fact, the history of parties presents no instance of a po¬
litical deception so impuJ^ntly wi Iced and ruinous as that
practised upon Pennsylvania by her Locofoco leaders in 1844.
\To State in the Union has so mighty an interest at stake as
she in the protective policy. Her coal ind iron peculiarly
depend upon a tariff system discriminating in favor of the
labor which forms seven-eighth i of its cost. Every man in
Pennsylvania was, in 1844, wise enough to understand that;
and every man, too, at least suspected that the mechanical
and manufacturing industry of the Slate.to say nothing of
the agricultural, which has really mor> at ri >k than any
other.bad a deep interest in the preservation of the protec¬
tive tariff of 1842 ; which, in less than two yeaie' operation,
had proved itself to be th<? best taiiff law that had ever been
eucctcd. To the people of Pennsylvania, thus interested in
the protective policy, ai d devoted, ns thpy were to the tariff
of 1842, were presented, as Presidential candidates, Henry
Clay and James K. Polk.tho one the noto.ious tried friend,
the very father, so to speak, of the whole protective system ;
the other known only to persons familiar with the political
history of the country.for he was too obscure a person to
be the acquaintance of the masses.as a Southern free-trader
of the Calhoun and McDuffie school, an old and proved ene¬

my of every thing in the shape of the protective policy.
Well, thesn two gentlemen were presented to Pennsylvania

as competitors. Mi. Polk's recommendation was his " de¬
miseracy his free trade was a difficulty, and it was at first
supposed to be a very serious difficulty in his way. Not so;
since it appeared that the leaders, tbe most imiinent oftbe Loco¬
foco party in Pennsylvania, those who now sit aloft in offices
of honor, and profit, and power, the rewards of their political
dishonesly, were r^aJy to declare that he was a friend to pro¬
tection.as giod a friend, ney, a better friend even than Hen¬
ry Ciay ! Tdti Democrats of Pennsylvania listened and be¬
lieved. Their credulity at the time was deemed unnatural.
But it had been the base policy of Locofocoism to enlist the
passions of the party against the Whigs.who were all to be
considered as federalist*, unstocra's, dainty iich men, the ene¬
mies of 'he poor mau and the working man.and ugainst
Whig testimony of all kind*, which (the very naked [toved
frttth itself) wis to lie reject**' as " Whig falsehood." "Polk*
Dallas, and the Tariff of '42" was the banner of Pennsylva¬
nia Lootfocuism. order which Pennsylvania Democrats, with
songs, and rejoicings, and garlands of victory.they proved'
to be thore of sac rifir*.thiust Henry Clay, the friend of pro¬
tection, aside, and elected James K. Polk, its enemy, to the
Chief Magistracy of the United States. We know the re¬
sult. The Tariff of '42 win repealed ; abolished by the cast-
ing vote of one of Mr. Polk's Pennsylvania sponsors ; while
another sat (the Premier, in 'he oflW of State) smiling,'
we must suppose (for nobody over accused him ot weeping)
at tne ruin ftiat was to be brought upon Pennsylvania. On a
suJde-u these woithy officials and their followers threw off the
imuk. Eurojtesn famine and tbe Irish potato-rot came to
their aid. In the midst of the large trrle and gulden profits
of this accidentnl market the Tariff of '42 was denounced as
a wrong and absurdity, a "bill of abominations," and Pree
Trade and the Tarifl of '46 commended a* the true sources
of Pennsylvania prosperity. The feopio of the State were

astjunded, coufnsed, uncertain. But truth is mighty and
falsehood is impotent. The rains fell and the sun shone in
Eurcpe. England needs J no me>rc Pennsylvania breadstuff*;
but site, hid aliundar.ee of iron-and other ronnfactureschoap.
dug cheap, because produced by laoor barely fed instead of
Using actually paid.to force upon us under the facilities of
the tariff of '46, with the inevitable effect of breaking down
the gr'st interests.in other words, the great industries.erf
Peru*ykariia. Tne scales fell from the eye* of tbe people of
Pennsylvania. They knew they had been deceived j they
perriivod tbe infamy of the transaction which had robbed
them of their prosperity only that Mr. Polk night be Presi¬
dent, and their deceivers roll in the purple and ernrne of high
officc. They km: or all this, they percciv d all thu at length,
and now th<*ir betrayers, who calculated upon their fancied
stolidity to the last, are in the dust, overthrown by the ma¬

jesty of their ind.gnation. It was tbe indignation of the
Peunsylvan'a working men. jf both partie*, tot.the miners,
the furnace men, the manufacturcis, mechanics, fai mars.to-
w hich the State owes her deliverance and the downfall of her
wrengers.
What a lesson is to he found in the Penncylvania election?

A change of the m««t marvellous character.an entire parly
revolution.etpfttd in a moment, r by a stroke of enchant¬
ment, with, to the superficial examiner, no manifestation of
the mean* and agencies by which the surprising result has
been accomplished. It was not the effect of any popular pas¬
t-urn Ot enthusiasm. There was no ercitement.every body
remarked thut. It w*n the boast of Locofoco o'alors and edi¬
tor* to the last that the Whigs could not inspirit or inflame
their tell »wcr» ; that the j<enple, and in especial the people of
Pennsylvania, were coming up to4hu polls coldly. Aao cold¬
ly, in fact, thej did come.coldly, calmly, but i-ternly ; no
anger, but much resolution ; no tumult or agitation; or evi¬
dence of any hurrah spi.it; all wan the grave sereni<y of a
determined pecple, conscious of a wrong, bat e |ually con¬
st ious of the power to revenge iL That raininess of the peo¬
ple of P«on-«ylva;iia, on the 10th of Octo(>er. in the act of
'k'gtading the politicians who had wronged them, was a ma¬

jestic tpectacie, the bravest and '>est evidence of their titnesa-
lor any emergency of s?lf-goreinm>.nt.
The credulity of '44 was s My; the revenge of '48 is,

¦part from, its immense political interest, a great moral lesson,
which demagogues may study as a wanting and 'he country
will remember with profit. The election, by a Pennsylvania-
vote, of James K. Polk, the free-trader and insignificant party
politician, over Henry Clsv, the friend of American industry,
the great MtatesBhin and patriot, Deemed at the time, and was

so lamented, as the victory of cunning over talent, of insig¬
nificance orer merit, of vice over virtue, of faiaehood over
truth; and rm-u were shocked at the belief that hrrraiUram¬
bition win to neck the means of rising in low political tricke¬
ries, not in useful labors and long [iublic services. The fear
is nw at si end. The Pennsylvania flection has replaced
intelligence on her pedestal and virtue on her throne; and
from this time forth it wili be believed, as it has a ways been
by toe best men and in the bert days of the repub;ic, that, in
Pennsylvania and every State of the (rnion, for j diticiars, as

for ail other p-rsors there i< no policy but one policy, and
that honesty is the h.xt policy.

THE SUBTKEA8URY LAW.
The Providence Journal furnishes the following

pertinent illustration of the practical working of this
beautiful law: .

" The Worcester Railroal had a claim against the Peat
Office Department on account of the transportation of the
mail. In the ordinary' way of busiuess, as the matter would
l« transacted in the absence of any restraining law, the Trea¬
surer would havu received a check upon a harikiu Providence
or Mew York, and in five minutes thereafter the amouut
would have been tl-posited to h'a credit. I'nder the Stfb-
t:ea»u'y he t-hould have been paid in specie. H». r<vw /mid
in orders upon five different poxt offices, in a circuit ofJ>fhf
or titty miles, and it was a good day's uvrk to collect thi m,
and he was uniformly paid in bank bills. It is so all over
the country."
The New York Express think* that the Hail-

road Companies ofNew York could confirm by their
own experience a like statement with '.lie above.
Cocs raarxtr .We have been rrquc ted to

cauiion 'he public against an imitation of the sovereign* now
ir circelatiou, exceedingly well calculated to jtnpo* on pn>tk « who do not exercise due caro in examining the BXHiey
they receive. The epurioua eoin appears to he compel o*
silver, gdt, ami in eofcff and execution bears a very Wise re¬
semblance to the genuine sovereign ; hnt it is so extrrm-lv
light as to be immediately defected on being weigaed in the'
har.d, and its ring is very defective. It bears the Jateof
1847..Manchester Gimrdian.
The house of Hkkshaw, Waan & Co., of Boston* stop,

pod payment on Saturday. Their liabilities sre said t a.noun*
to fonr hundred and twenty thousand dollars, 'i'bis t tiftire
has causeJ quite a sensation.


